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ABSTRACT

An updated county distribution map of Plaranthera peramoena was made utilizing
data from state natural heritage programs and similar organizations. Herbarium and
field surveys were conducted by Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves staff
for Ohio localities of the species. These studies identified 41 sites of P. peramoena in
Ohio, and habitats were identified where new populations are likely to be found.

In Ohio, P. peramoena is a plant of wet acidic soils on the Illinois till plain and in
the unglaciated Allegheny plateau. While not common in the state it is not in immi-
nent danger of extirpation.

Platanthera (Habenaria) peramoena (A. Gray) A. Gray (Purple
Fringeless Orchid) was placed under review as a threatened species
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (the Service), as a result of the
1974 Smithsonian Institution’s Report on endangered and threa-
tened species of the United States. This report was requested by
Congress in the Endangered Species Act of 1972 (Public Law
93-205, Approved Dec. 29, 1973). Subsequent to this proposal, the
Service received additional information on this species from various
states, and on December 15, 1980, P. peramoena was formally with-
drawn from consideration because it was found to be more wides-
pread than was previously believed (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
1980).

The formal review of this and other species by the Service focused
attention on their possible rarity. Partly as a result of this listing,
Platanthera peramoena was included on many newly developing
state and regional rare plant lists. Attention was further focused
when the Service contracted various state natural heritage programs
and other similar agencies to study the status of plants listed within
their respective states. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources,
Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, manager of the Ohio Nat-
ural Heritage Program, entered into a formal two-year study of this
species.
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METHODS

Ohio records of P. peramoena were obtained from the Ohio Nat-
ural Heritage Program data base. These records were obtained from
a survey of 26 Ohio herbaria and the U.S. National Herbarium.
Field work was planned utilizing these records as guides to previous
occurrences of the species. When the locational data was specific
enough, the old records were field checked.

The following organizations were consulted to obtain updated
distributional information outside of Ohio:

The Arkansas Natural Heritage Inventory

The Indiana Natural Heritage Program

The Illinois Department of Conservation

The Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission

The Maryland Natural Heritage Program

The Mississippi Natural Heritage Program

The Missouri Department of Conservation

The Conservation and Environmental Studies Center, Inc. of

New Jersey

The North Carolina Natural Heritage Program

The South Carolina Heritage Trust Program

The Tennessee Natural Heritage Program

The Tennessee Valley Authority Regional Natural Heritage

Project

The Virginia Natural Diversity Information Program

The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy

The West Virginia Natural Heritage Program

In addition, recent state and regional floras (references 3, 9, 10,
11, 16, 19, 21, 25, 27, 30, 33), state endangered species publications
(4,12, 18, 20, 26, 31, 34), and regional treatments of orchids (7, 8,
13, 14, 23, 24), were consulted for relevant information.

RESULTS
Total Distribution

The only published county dot map of Platanthera peramoena for
its entire range is that of Ayensu (1974). Literature references and
heritage information added new records. New maps were made for
the distribution of this species in Ohio (Map 1), and for its national
historical range (Map 2).






