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ABSTRACT

Twenty native Ohio vascular plant taxa, previously considered for review by the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service as possibly federally endangered or threatened,
were studied over a two-year period to assess their rarity and threat of extirpation, na-
tionally and in Ohio. Current information indicates that Aconitum noveboracense
should be maintained as federally threatened, and that Calamagrostis insperata, Plan-
tago cordata, and Platanthera leucophaea should be considered for listing as federally
threatened. Current data on the status of Poa paludigena, Potamogeton hillii, Synan-
dra hispidula, and Trollius laxus are too limited to make an adequate recommendation
as to possible federal status. Although rare in Ohio, Cypripedium candidum and
Veratrum woodii are apparently more frequent elsewhere and presently do not warrant
listing. Unresolved taxonomic problems prevent specific recommendations for
Polygonum pensylvanicum var. eglandulosum, and Rhus trilobata var. arenaria. Taxa
frequent throughout much of their ranges, including Ohio, that do not appear to war-
rant listing are Panax quinquefolius, Platanthera flava, Platanthera peramoena,
Polemonium reptans var. villosum, and Sullivantia sullivantii. Hybrids that do not
meet the definition of “species”” under the Endangered Species Act are Asplenium X
ebenoides, Asplenium X kentuckiense, and Muhlenbergia X curtisetosa.

Several taxa of native Ohio vascular plants were placed under review by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Schreiner 1975) as a result of the Smithso-
nian Institution’s report on endangered and threatened plant species in the
United States (Ripley 1975). This notice was revised by Lamberton (1980). The
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Natural Areas and Pre-
serves conducted a two-year (1979-1980) study of 20 taxa of federal concern
under a contract with USFWS. During this period field and herbarium searches
were made for the 20 taxa. Many new populations were located and the status of
previously-known populations revised. The summary of the Division’s recom-
mendations to the USFWS reflects our present knowledge of these taxa both na-
tionally and within Ohio.

The 20 taxa surveyed are listed alphabetically. Each paragraph contains
a summary of our present knowledge of a taxon organized as follows: tax-
onomic or nomenclatural information, if applicable; county and habitat of Ohio
populations; and national range and frequency, if applicable. The term
“historical”” is used here to indicate specimens collected in Ohio prior to 1950.

Aconitum noveboracense A. Gray (Ranunculaceae)

The Ohio plants have been treated as Aconitum uncinatum L. subsp.
noveboracense (A. Gray) Hardin (Hardin 1964) or subsumed without rank into
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